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Rain in early spring brought a spectacular bloom to North Florida’s 
Gilchrist County. Photo courtesy of FDOT

Spring brings new growth everywhere
Where are the 

wildflowers?
 It’s a question I’m often 

asked when I talk about 
Florida’s native blossoms. 
Sometimes I have to urge 
people to step into the woods 
– away from the beaten path 
and roadside mowers – to 
see our state’s bounty. This 
spring, however, I just urged 
them to turn north. That’s 
where the rains were most 
abundant this year.

For tolerating soakings 
and threats of flooding, the 
northern regions of Florida 
were rewarded with abundant 
spring blossoms on roadsides. From 
north of Orlando to the Georgia line, 
and from Cedar Key to Ormond 
Beach, Kodak moments were plentiful. 
Phlox, Coreopsis, Spanish Needle, 
Blanketflower, Fleabane, Beach 
Sunflower – nature’s roadside eye candy 
was seemingly everywhere. And when 
May finally brought rain to Central and 
South Florida, we were treated to more 

rainbows of flowers. 
Just like spring wildflowers, the 

Florida Wildflower Foundation is 
blossoming. In April, our board of 
directors adopted a strategic plan that 
will steer us into an exciting future that 
includes providing wildflower curriculum 
to Florida’s youngest students, increasing 
the number of highly visible wildflower 
plantings, supporting research that 
unravels the mysteries of wildflowers, 
and cultivating wildflower tourism 

in La Florida, 
“place of flowers.” 
By educating 
county and state 
stakeholders about the 
tremendous economic 
opportunities along 
the five-county St. 
Johns River to the Sea 
Loop trail – which 
we’ve just surveyed 
for natural stands of 
spring flowers – we’re 
already taking the 
first steps toward 
establishing spring 
and fall wildflowers 
as our “fall leaves.”

As we look 
to the future, we 
cherish more deeply 
the support of old 
friends who helped 
us get where we 
are today. Even 

During the recent Take Your Child to Work Day, children of Florida 
Department of Transportation employees in Tallahassee had the 
opportunity to plant a butterfly and hummingbird garden at their 
parents’ office. About 15 children planted a variety of Florida native 
wildflowers, including lance-leaf coreopsis, coral honeysuckle, 
verbena and milkweed. The plants were purchased with the Florida 
Wildflower Foundation’s first micro grant. Photo courtesy of FDOT

Digging in

as we’re poised to take the next step 
for Florida’s wildflowers, we feel 
their steadfast presence. You know 
their names: the Florida Federation of 
Garden Clubs, Florida Department of 
Transportation, Florida Native Plant 
Society, Florida Native Seed and Plant 
Growers Association, Association 
of Florida Native Nurseries, Florida 
Master Gardeners, Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
Florida chapter of the American Society 
of Landscape Architects, University 
of Florida/IFAS and Florida League of 
Cities.

Behind all the Foundation’s 
endeavors, of course, is the conviction 
of its members – those who chose the 
State Wildflower license plate or who 
gave donations. We thank you all for 
supporting Florida’s native wildflowers. 
By doing so, you are helping to preserve 
Florida’s diverse habitats and biodiversity 
for our generation and those to come. 

Now, with fertile soil underfoot and 
seeds planted, we’re ready to grow!

Lisa Roberts,  
Executive Director
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Blazing Star 
(Liatris spp)

Also known as gayfeather, produces 
a 2-4’ spike of lavender flowers. 
Undemanding plant that flowers 
summer through fall and self-seeds. 
Found in the wild in sandhill, scrub, 
flatwood and dune communities.  
Hardiness: Hardy throughout 
Florida; Zones 6 to 10.
Growth Habit: Grows up to 7’.
Soil: Dry to moist sandy soil.
Exposure: Full sun.
Uses: Meadows, butterfly and 
wildflower gardens, mass plantings.
Comments: Easy to grow, attractive, 
attracts butterflies. May spread into 
other areas of the yard.

Two Florida Wildflower Foundation 
grant recipients took the top honors in 
the Florida Federation of Garden Club’s 
annual Ella P. Wood Paths of Sunshine 
Awards, which were presented at the 
FFGC Daytona Beach conference in 
April. All winning projects used Florida 
native ecotype seed.

The Foundation provided gift 
certificates to winners, who can 
redeem them for seed from the Florida 
Wildflower Seed and Plant Growers 
Association. Winners were:

1st place: FDOT Florida Turnpike 
Enterprise, represented by Chris 
Grossenbacher, $800 seed certificate. The 
Turnpike last year received a grant from 
the Foundation that enabled it to extend 
its planting efforts. 

2nd place: Friends of A1A Scenic 
and Historic Byway, represented by 
Sallie O’Hara, $500 seed certificate. The 

Congratulations to Paths of Sunshine winners

Whether you were coming or going, FDOT’s wildflower planting 
at Okahumpa Serivce Plaza on Florida’s Turnpike looked terrific 
this spring. Photo courtesy of FDOT

Byway project was funded 
by a 2007-08 FWF grant. 

3rd place: 
Florida Department 
of Transportation 
District Two, Lake City 
Maintenance, represented 
by John Ryan, $300 seed 
certificate.

4th place: Cocoa 
Rockledge Garden Club, 
$200 seed certificate.

Additionally, FWF 
board member Gary 
Henry, a retired FDOT 
landscape architect, 
was presented the 
Individual Achievement 
in Horticulture award by 
FFGC President Cinny 
O’Donnell.

Corbett Wildlife Management Area, 
covering more than 60,000 acres of 
the wettest, wildest wilderness in Palm 
Beach County, is the region’s hot spot 
for summer wildflowers growing en 
masse. From 
the trailhead at 
the Everglades 
Youth Camp, 
take a short 
walk – a mile 
or two will 
do – out and 
back along the 
Florida Trail to 
see wet prairie 
wildflowers at 
their peak this 
summer, with 
false foxglove 
(Agalinis 
purpurea), 
glades lobelia (Lobelia glandulosa), and 
marsh-pink (Sabatia stellaris) part of 
the show. In the shallow wet prairies, 
bladderworts comes in two colors – 
purple (Utricularia purpurea) and yellow 
(Utricularia cornuta). The Hungryland 
Slough Boardwalk offers a 1.2-mile loop 
through a cypress slough with mature 
bald cypress draped in tillandsia such 
as needle-leaved wild pine and twisted 
air plant, plus 13 species of ferns. One 
of the more unique features deep in this 

Wildflower Walks: Corbett WMA
By Sandra Friend

Catesby’s Lily (Lilium catesbaei)

Everglades-like mosaic of habitats is The 
Hole in the Wall, a dense cypress strand 
paralleling South Grade to the east. 

To find Corbett WMA, from 
Florida’s Turnpike follow Northlake 

Boulevard 
west until it 
ends, then turn 
right to drive 
several miles 
up to the main 
entrance. Signs 
direct you to 
the Everglades 
Youth Camp. 
This public land 
is overseen by 
the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife 
Conservation 
Commission, 
and is a popular 

hunting ground; be cautious of roaming 
Corbett during scheduled hunts. For 
more information, visit myfwc.com/
RECREATION/WMASites_JWCorbett_
index.htm.

Sandra Friend is the author of 
the forthcoming Exploring Florida’s 
Botanical Wonders from University  
Press of Florida, and runs Florida  
Hikes! www.floridahikes.com, a  
detailed resource for getting outdoors.

Plant Profile

http://myfwc.com/RECREATION/WMASites_JWCorbett_index.htm
http://www.floridahikes.com
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You can help restore and protect 
Florida’s biodiversity, pollinators and 
native flora by becoming a member of the 
Florida Wildflower Foundation!

The best way to support the 
Foundation’s work is to purchase the 
State Wildflower license tag – the $15 
donation you make with the purchase 
goes directly toward funding native 
wildflower research, education and 
planting.

Or, you can become a member by 
joining with a donation. To make it easier 
on your wallet, the FWF board in April 
adjusted its annual membership costs and 
categories. They now are:

New membership costs

The Florida chapter of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects is 
offering a free downloadable book 
called Visions of Smart Growth and 
Sustainability. 
More than 
50 Florida 
landscape 
architects 
worked with 
the FLASLA’s 
Committee on 
Sustainable 
Environment 
to create the 
book’s images 
and narrative 
about how 
sustainable development techniques 
might be applied throughout and state 
and beyond. 

Though it was conceived to 
assist the implementation of Central 
Florida’s “How Shall We Grow” 
regional planning effort, it can be used 
for regional and community planning 
efforts everywhere. Its nine chapters 
cover typical development types, such as 
commercial “Marketplace,” residential 
“Neighborhoods,” transportation 
“Corridors,” “Natural Environments” and 
”Open Space.”   It also presents an array 
of ideas in support of urban livability and 
environmental stewardship.

To download a copy, visit www.
flasla.org/publications.htm.  For more 
information, contact Sue Fern, FLASLA 
Association Manager, at assocmanager@
flasla.org; 321-663-8357.

New book presents 
FLASLA growth visionsAs a child, Jeff Caster 

was drawn to the outdoors. 
So it’s little wonder that the 
Vice Chair of the Florida 
Wildflower Foundation’s 
board has shaped his career 
around conservation and the 
environment. 

Jeff, who graduated 
from Purdue University in 
1977 with a degree in rural 
community development, 
moved to Florida more than 
three decades ago to take a 
job in Tallahassee. After being laid off in 
’81, he started a lawn service. That led to 
his enrolling in classes at Florida A&M 
University. “At that time, I was just going 
to take a couple of drafting courses so 
I could communicate with customers 
who wanted designs,” he says. “The next 
thing I realized, I was getting another 
bachelor’s degree.”  During his studies 
Jeff learned that landscape architects 
were “stewards of the land.”  At that 
moment, his focus shifted to study and 
preparation for professional practice.

In 1990, he and his wife, Mimi, 
and two children, Andy and Shannon, 
moved to New York, where Jeff 
received his Master’s degree in 
landscape architecture from Cornell 
University. A prior acquaintance with 
Gary Henry, a now-retired Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
landscape architect, brought Jeff back to 
Tallahassee, where he worked for FDOT 
under Gary’s tutelage. “Gary gave me all 
the tools I needed,” Jeff says. “He just set 
the table nicely for me. When he retired, I 
took what he gave me and grew it.”

Meet Vice Chair Jeff Caster
Jeff now oversees the 

policies and procedures 
used to carry out FDOT’s 
$50 million highway 
beautification program, 
including a wildflower 
roadside program started 
by Gary, who is also a 
FWF board member. 
The state transportation 
system encompasses 
about 186,000 acres, 
Jeff says. “Half is not 
paved, and I‘m one of 

the people responsible for the policies 
of how we manage that land. I’ve tried 
to shift emphasis of the program from  
decoration to conservation. When you 
conserve native wildflowers, you’re both 
conserving natural resources and scenic 
beauty.”

He expects wildflowers to play 
a larger role in Florida’s roadside 
conservation in the future. “The 
department is usually very responsive to 
what public asks for, and the public is 
asking for more wildflowers,” he says. 
“I think you’ll also see more wildflowers 
because they help the department meet 
other missions, including reducing energy 
consumption and costs. FDOT is finding 
wildflowers are part of the solution 
– energy and water conservation, and 
keeping the public happy and giving them 
what they ask for.”

Besides serving on the Foundation’s 
board, Jeff is on the American Society of 
Landscape Architects’ board of trustees 
and the Florida chapter’s executive 
committee. He also is past president of 
the Florida chapter.

•	 General Membership: $25 donation 
or an active Florida State Wildflower 
license tag

•	 Student/Senior (age 65 and older): $15
•	 Contributor/Business: $100
•	 Sustaining: $250 or more
•	 Life Membership: honorary

To let us know that you’re a license 
tag member, please send your name, 
address and phone number to Lisa 
Roberts at flawildflowers@gmail.com.

To become a member 
with a donation, simply 
download our membership form 
(floridawildflowerfoundation.org/join_
us.html) and mail it with your check to: 

Florida Wildflower Foundation, PO Box 
941066, Maitland, FL 32794-1066.

If you’re already a donation member, 
you will receive your renewal notice 
via e-mail or regular mail the month 
before your membership expires. Thank 
you for all you do for Florida’s native 
wildflowers!



Page 4 Volume 2, Issue 2

A banner spring for Florida’s  
roadside wildflowers

FWF board chair Anne Mackay snapped this photo of wildflowers along 
S.R. 40 near Silver Springs.

A carpet of Coreopsis, our state wildflower, along Interstate 95 
welcomes visitors and residents alike in Nassau County. For more 
roadside wildflower photos, visit www.floridawildflowerfoundation.
org/wb-roadsides.html.

In Gilchrist County, wildflowers made a stunning appearance on 
roadsides and in fields.

•	 Terry Zinn hosted a booth at the Jacksonville 
Green Expo April 25 and 26.

•	 Lisa Roberts, Walter Taylor and Bobby 
Jo Roberts (below) tended a booth at Lake 
Louisa State Park’s Field Day & Bird Festival 
in Clermont May 16. Karin Taylor (not 
pictured) accompanied Walter.

• Carolyn Schaag and Elizabeth Pate made sure 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs members 
heard plenty about wildflowers during the 
group’s May convention in Daytona Beach.

•	 Lisa Roberts, Terry Zinn, Walter Taylor 
and Brightman Logan represented the 
Foundation at the Florida Native Plant 
Society’s May convention in West Palm 
Beach. 

Where we’ve been

FWF  
Calendar

•	 July 15: Terry Zinn will be the featured 
speaker at the Sierra Club Orlando chapter 
meeting at Leu Gardens.

•   Sept. 11 and 12: Florida Wildflower 
Foundation Annual Meeting, Orlando. The 
FWF board will meet Sept. 11 at the Florida 
Federation of Garden Clubs in Winter Park. 
Join the board from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 
12 at Leu Gardens for seminars lead by 
wildflower experts. Details to come.

•	 Sept. 21: Lisa Roberts will speak to Halifax 
Audubon in Holly Hill.

•	 Jan 11: Terry Zinn will talk to the Johns Island 
Garden Club, Vero Beach.

Where we’ll be

http://www.floridawildflowerfoundation.org/wb-roadsides.html



